
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Michael DeFeo and 
Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.   Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Joanne D. Palmieri. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the Minutes of the 
January 8, 2014 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Fasulo presented a plaque to former Park Board member and chairman John Fontana.  He 
thanked Mr. Fontana for his dedication of time and service to the board for many years.  Mr. Fontana 
accepted the plaque with thanks and apologized for not being able to attend an earlier meeting due to 
conflicts.   
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1.  Andrew Krar and Paul Chaplinsky re Eagle Scout Project Proposal.   Mr. Chaplinsky introduced 
the proposal for the board’s consideration.  It is a collaborative effort.  They have been working with 
other town staff to obtain approvals.  They met with the Planning and Building departments as well as the 
Town Attorney.  Planning and Zoning suggested the site that is being proposed on Mill Street.  He 
understands that following approval from this board they would still need approvals from the Water 
Board and the Town Council. 
 
Andrew Krar introduced himself as an Eagle Scout and gave a little background of his interests, including 
that he would like to attend West Point in the future.  He explained the proposed pavilion that would be 
dedicated to the Wounded Warriors Project.  The pavilion is proposed to be 10 ft. by 10 ft. and placed 
near the linear trail for people to be able to rest and relax after walking on the trail.  He passed around a 
picture of a pavilion.  He would like to help an organization that helps the military.  He contacted the 
American Legion about possibly placing a lock box in the pavilion for people to donate to the Wounded 
Warriors Project and they would be responsible for collecting the donations.  The location was described 
as at the beginning of the trail where people park their cars.  There is a large grassy area with pine trees.  
Mr. Chaplinsky added that it is just west of the Municipal Center parking lot and used to be the town’s 
old recycling center.  There is a well nearby and that is why the Water Department would need to give 
approval.  Mr. Krar said he planned to go to Home Depot and Lowe's to solicit some help from 
professionals and for supplies.  His troop would also be working on the project. 
 
Mr. Manware commended Mr. Krar on his impressive plans.  He asked if any other locations were 
considered since the proposed site is a flood zone and has also had problems as far as vandalism.  Mr. 
Krar said he has five other locations as backups along the trail.  Mr. Manware said he spoke with Mr. 
Lapreay and suggested Crescent Lake as an alternative site.  There is a grassy area within range of the 
camera that is already there.  Chairman Fasulo suggested that Mr. Krar talk with Mr. Manware about 
other locations. 
 
Mr. Manware then asked if the troop would in the future be able to take care of something like this, such 



2-11-14 Park Board Minutes; page 2 

 

as staining wood work, etc.  Mr. Krar was not sure about the troop’s future commitment, especially after 
he leaves.  Chairman Fasulo asked Mr. Krar to see if arrangements can be made for the future so it 
doesn’t become another thing the Parks Department has to take care of.  Commissioner Romano supports 
Mr. Krar and was very impressed with his idea.  He suggested running the plan by the Building 
Department for any comments, such as little things like the height of the steps to make sure they would be 
up to code for a public building.  Commissioner Kanute stated that he believes this project will go a long 
way in Mr. Krar’s intention of going to West Point.  He knows a Southington student who just signed up 
for West Point.  It was their impression of the young man rather than his wrestling prowess that got him 
in. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the plans pending 
final site and other approvals needed.  Commissioner Romano added that Commissioner Palmieri could 
not attend the meeting but sent an email expressing her approval, which Chairman Fasulo read.  Motion 
carried. 
 
2.  George Costanzo and Bob Borkowski re Travel Baseball.  Mr. Costanzo said four years ago he came 
to the board asking for some help with field space for a travel team.  It has been successful.  He said more 
people are interested in more competitive play.  They would like to be recognized by the town so they 
could have access to more field space.  There was discussion about AAU being the only other alternative 
for this type of competitive sport but their fees are at least twice as much as this group, which is not for 
profit, charges.  It would be for 7th, 8th and 9th grades.  The 7th and 8th graders play about 60-65 games; 
the 9th graders are restricted from playing during the high school season.  They would like to continue the 
league in the fall with 16 to 18 teams and need field time. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said he reached out to a couple of leagues and they are positive about it.  Mr. Borkowski said 
they spoke to leaders of the North, West and South.  He believes the South is busy because of the men’s 
league.  The West field has been used by AAU for years but doesn’t know if that is continuing.  The 
leagues have indicated they would be willing to work with the group.  Mr. Borkowski gave details about 
when the games would be played during spring and summer.  Some games are away.  He spoke with Mr. 
Lembo and Mr. Swallow about the high school varsity field and they seem to be OK because it is helping 
their program.  The league would be for Southington residents only.  Commissioner Kanute asked if they 
had anything written up regarding the program.  A copy of an email sent to the three league presidents 
was handed in.   
 
Commissioner Romano said he is with the North league and doesn’t anticipate any problem if other 
leagues are working with us.  DePaolo will probably not have field space but the times do not conflict.  
He said we know there is a need for this kind of program.  He would like to support the program and see 
it flourish.  Mr. Borkowski said last year they proposed to make the junior and senior leagues one league 
and to make North, South and West one league with one oversight group.  He believes it would be the 
best approach for the town long term.  
 
Mr. Lapreay said he is behind the program and will contact the leagues.  He reminded everyone that he 
does not do the schedules for the leagues.  Mr. Costanzo said he will try to produce some documents for 
the next meeting. 
 
3.  Michael Agli.  Mr. Agli spoke to the board about the upkeep of the South fields and facilities.  Some 
work that needs to be done to the dugouts and shed.  He asked what the protocol is as far as who is 
responsible for what, the league or the town?  The league took care of the concession stand.   The roof of 
the equipment shed is sketchy at best.  He is concerned about the equipment stored there.  Mr. Manware 
spoke with the town attorney.  His general feeling is that the concession stand is part of what the leagues 
makes their money from and the league should be responsible for that building.  The dugouts should fall 
more on the town because they are used by any team that comes to the field.  The shed may fall under the 
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same idea.  If we can aid in-house we will do what we can.  Mr. Manware needs to talk to the 
superintendent.  Commissioner Kanute commented that more and more is expected of the Park 
Department but nothing is added to the budget.  Things have to be added to the capital improvement plan.  
Mr. Agli said the AAA dugouts are in immediate need and the number of volunteers has dwindled over 
the years. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo said there is some work to be done on our part to give direction to the leagues.  
Chairman Fasulo said we are working on who is responsible for what.  He recommended that Mr. Agli 
keep in touch with Mr. Manware.  Mr. Agli said as far as field availability, he would be happy to help if 
possible.  
 
4.  Matt Shea.  Mr. Lapreay said Mr. Shea was planning to come to talk about a travel league but put it on 
the back burner this year. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that Girls Volleyball kicks off in March.  It is almost full.  Music Therapy for 
Special Needs had to be cancelled last session due to no interest but now we have five.  It is supposed to 
start on Thursday, depending on the weather.  Music on the Green is at full steam. Letters have gone out 
to all the sponsors to ask if they are again willing to sponsor a band.  We’ve already received some back.  
Letters went to the vendors to see if they are coming back.   On February 20th he and Jerry Limmer will 
be going to an entertainment showcase in East Hartford.  We can judge the bands and bring some new 
ones in.  Summer camp at Rec Park dates are set.  Have not started registration yet.  Julia (office assistant) 
came up with an idea for online registration.  In the past we have had registration at Derynoski but a lot of 
parents couldn’t get there and we received a lot of complaints.  The online registration is first come first 
served.  We will get notification in the schools and then open it up in our office.  It’s fair for everyone.  
The dates for the camp will probably start the last week in June through the first week in August. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said there will be a couple of new programs.  One is Jump Rope/Double Dutch.  There is a 
woman in town that runs it.  It’s very popular in other towns.  The age group is 8-15.  Golf lessons will 
start up again.  Adults will start in March and some kids programs in the summer.  We didn’t have any the 
last few years.  Tennis will be coming back.  All the other programs are going well. 
 
The middle school dance had another low turnout - 78 kids.  Mr. Lapreay did reach out to the YMCA to 
see if they would suspend their Y Night for the one Friday per month we have our dances, but they are not 
going to do so.  He will play it out for the rest of the year and see how it goes.  We may have to not have 
them every month. 
 
Summer Rec Softball - the board has seen the emails.  The bats allowed are single wall aluminum.  
Registration started last week.  We may lose a few due to the change.  The season will probably start at 
the end of April.  He will do the same thing with IDs to prove residency.  Mr. Lapreay said he met with 
Wallingford and Meriden.  They do picture IDs and still run into problems with fake ones.  The umps 
have to follow the rule - if there is no sticker on the bat, the person doesn’t play. 
 
Crescent Lake Update:  Mr. Lapreay reached out to the state.  They are still waiting for scaling studies.   
They did say since the last study in 2002 they are seeing now more large bass over 12 inches and that is 
good.  Also seeing bullhead fish that weren’t there and blue gills.  This is a very good sign.  
Commissioner Romano asked if any consideration was ever given to having a fishing derby at Crescent 
Lake on opening day.  Mr. Lapreay said he asked the state about it last year.  It would have to be stocked 
and there are several other considerations.  We used to do it at Panthorn; it was easier because it’s 
smaller.  He will look into it.  Commissioner Romano said he would be willing to contact clubs about 
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sponsorship.  Mr. Manware noted that Panthorn and Memorial Ponds should be dredged.  We will see 
what happens with the capital improvement program. 
 
Budget:  Mr. Lapreay met with the town manager.  It went very well. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware said he was approached by the Connecticut Forest and Park Association about the green 
trail at Crescent Lake because it runs into the Metacomet Trail.  They would be interested in maintaining 
the green trail.  It would help them out and it would help his department in maintaining the trail.  He felt it 
would be a good relationship to get started.  They are trained as far as chain saw use so he would be 
comfortable with them doing the clearing.  Commissioner Romano suggested Mr. Manware check with 
Mark Sciota regarding a hold harmless agreement.  Mr. Manware said the group did have a list of things 
they need so that is most likely not an issue. 
 
Mr. Manware has been talking to Dave Lavallee at Crescent Lake about the signs all over the place.  He 
would like to come up with one message center/kiosk and put everything on that instead of having signs 
everywhere you look.  It would look a lot more professional if all the rules and messages were all 
together.  He is checking into pricing.  He also believed someone in house could help with it.  
Commissioner Romano encouraged him to try to standardize it for all town parks.  It came up at the Blue 
Ribbon Parks Committee. 
 
Equipment update:  Steve Wlodkowski did put in for two pickup trucks this year.  We are in dire straits.  
We have another mower from last year’s budget coming this April.  One of the bigger items is the Rec 
Pool floor had bubbling.  Last year we addressed one area but it really should be fixed, otherwise we may 
have to shut down the pool.  Steve put resurfacing the pool in the budget.  Mr. Manware said a priority in 
the near future is a snow blower.  During the last storm one went down.  The backup is a 1975 Toro.  
Both machines went down and we had to rent.  This is a priority. 
 
The ice rink has been open now a couple of weeks straight.  There has been no vandalism recently.  There 
was a water break at Western in the first building.  It wasn’t closed down properly.  Mobile stage:  We 
have been swapping out the floor panels.  Last year we received a nice donation.  We are doing it 
ourselves.  The department is trying to keep up with brush cutting. 
 
In response to a question about the stolen benches, a total of six were stolen.  Two have been recovered.  
Commissioner Kanute said there is an investigation going on. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to approve the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1.  Standardized League Subsidies.  Chairman Fasulo said he put this item on the agenda.  He wants 
everyone to start thinking about league subsidies and come up with ideas.  Mr. Lapreay has a report which 
he will send to the rest of the board members.  Hopefully, in the next few months we can come up with a 
plan. 
  
NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  Recreation Center.  Commissioner DeFeo said he would like to start thinking of a rec center for the 
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town.  He believes it would be a great thing for the town to have.  Discussion followed on the 
Wallingford Rec Center.  Commissioner Kanute said that years ago when we bought the drive-in 
property, there was a drawing for such a center.  He suggested that Mr. Lapreay talk to Engineering to see 
if they have a copy.  Obviously it would be a long term goal but something to think about and possibly 
get into the capital improvement plan. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Romano and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 
at 8:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


